For the State, trapping is very economical. From the sale of licenses, game control
programs obtain a source of income. Traps are reusable, mobile, and can last for a long
time. Finally, this practice can be controlled with laws, and the seasons can be
lengthened or shortened depending on the need.

Trapping is also necessary for science. Animals can be caught for research, which can
aid in the study and suppression of disease. Selected populations are able to be reduced
as needed, even if the carrying capacity and habitat are healthy. Lastly, endangered
species can be transferred to different locations which can offer better protection.

We can see that trapping is used for preventative reasons. An over abundance of
predators can wreak havoc on livestock and smaller wildlife. Other areas are
overpopulated with nuisance animals like beaver, raccoon, squirrel, and chipmunk. They
can cause damage to crops, and timber stands. Trapping is invaluable as it solves the
problem of too many critters.

Finally, trapping is performed for various personal reasons. For many citizens, it
provides income, recreation, and perhaps an outdoor hobby. It also is a means of food
and clothing for North American inhabitants who live in remote regions.

When I earn my degree in Wildlife Management, I will support trapping programs in
the United States. I believe that too many people view trapping as a negative and
sometimes barbaric practice. The main reason that they hold this viewpoint is that they
have not been taught. Once they learn about and understand the benefits, they should
begin to accept it. One day I hope to open a wildlife research and rescue center. Without
trapping, I will not be able to conduct the badly needed studies on various populations.



