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Officials use information collected by biologists to determine the time span to open up a season.
The hunting and trapping seasons allow us to maintain smaller populations of animals. These
animals are not only healthier, but are more physically fit, promoting a stronger ecosystem.

Since both hunters and trappers are controlled by state laws, conservation of the species
is very strictly monitored. While hunters are able to control large game like deer and bear with
guns and arrows, trappers are able to control smaller species with traps. These species include
raccoon, beaver, skunks, fishers, coyote, bobeat, and fox. When you consider the fact that
smaller animals tend to reproduce at a faster rate, we can conclude that trapping is more efficient
at controlling those species which can become nuisance wildlife.

This past summer | was surprised to find that something had gotten into my chicken coop
and killed about five of my birds over a course of the week. Since I was working full time at
Bear Brook State Park, I didn’t have time to sit and wait with a gun to kill whatever was eating
my chickens. I called Fred Shepard up and asked him if I could use one of his traps. He brought
me over a large raccoon trap and showed me how to use it. The next morning I had caught a
fairly small juvenile raccoon. Over the course of the week, | also trapped a large male and
female.

Without the use of trapping T would have never been able to stop the raccoons from
entering my barn and killing the whole flock. From my personal experience of trapping these
animals. I can honestly say that trapping is not only vital to the health and longevity of a species,
but also aids in the protection of poultry and other farm animals. It is a very useful skill and I
believe that more people should be informed about this fascinating hobby and way of life.
During my junior year as a Wildlife Management major, [ will gain greater knowledge of

management methods and policies in New England.



